"The Unavoidable Civil War"

Text: Romans 7:15-8:3a

God grant to each one of us true honesty and wisdom, that we may
rightly see and justly discern between good and evil, righteousness and
sin, truth and falsehood — not only in the world around us, but in our own
hearts and lives. Amen.

Fellow Representatives of the One True God:

Celebrating our nation's founding seems different this year somehow —
more necessary, more important — probably for several reasons. It is, of
course, our 250" Anniversary, but there’s more to it than just that. Many
of us recognize that our way of life, along with many of the freedoms that
we have taken for granted for so long, are now not only under open and
coordinated attack, but also because the threat, or enemy, is so hard to
identify and therefore so difficult to repel. Crazy, preposterous ideas that
would have been laughed into silence fifty years ago are now being
promoted as "wisdom" and "progress." Material blessings, which honest,
hardworking citizens have earned by the sweat of their brow and for
which they have been taught to accept from the hand of God with
thanksgiving, are now condemned as reasons for guilt and shame.
"Racist" and "racism" no longer have any objective or meaningful
definition. We have been given a glimpse of what our country could look
like if we do nothing to deny the current madness. Maybe it is as simple
as that. This year's Fourth of July celebration is special because we can
again see what we have to lose, and how quickly that loss could happen.
So we begin this morning by thanking our God for the gift of our country.
May we never take it for granted.

As most or all of you are well aware, we don't "talk politics" here. That
doesn't mean, of course, that we can't or won't talk about moral issues —
truths that have been dragged into politics and cleverly declared to be
off-limits. Murder (in all its forms), lawlessness, rebellion, rioting, looting,
and disrespect of authority are all sins. Of course we will address that
sort of thing as part of the "full counsel of God's Word" which we are
called to share. If God talks about something in his Word, it has a place
in our religious discussions. Given the sermon title this morning, |
wouldn't be surprised if some are cringing at the thought that we might
drift into politics and the secular. We won't. That's not the sort of civil war
identified in our text for this morning. For guidance we turn now to that
text, found in Paul's Letter to the Romans, the Seventh Chapter,
beginning with the 15" Verse:

ESV(Romans 7:15-8:3) For | do not understand my own actions.
For I do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. '* Now
if I do what I do not want, | agree with the law, that it is good. 7
So now it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
'8 For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.
For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to
carry it out. ' For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do
not want is what | keep on doing. ?° Now if | do what I do not
want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 2'
So I find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close
at hand. 22 For | delight in the law of God, in my inner being, #
but | see in my members another law waging war against the
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. 2* Wretched man that | am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? 2> Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | myself serve the law
of God with my mind, but with my flesh | serve the law of sin. 5V
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not
do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and
for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh.

This is the Word of God. With confidence that these are not only the
recorded words of our God, but that these words are living and
active and that our God here still today visits, instructs, and comforts
us, so we pray, “Sanctify us in the truth, O Lord. Your word is
truth.” Amen.

It is difficult, almost to the point of impossible, to look back in time
and find a war that could not have been avoided. Obviously deeply
held attitudes and actions would have had to change, but it's hard to
find a conflict that could not have been solved without bloodshed.
Had Germany and Japan been content with strengthening their
countries within their historic boundaries (resisting conquest and
aggression) World War 2 could have been avoided. Had the
Southern states abandoned slavery and committed to preserving the
Union, the American Civil War could have been avoided. Had
Sadam Hussein not invaded Kuwait, had Iran stopped their nuclear
program and sponsorship of terror...you get the picture.

Our sermon theme for this morning is therefore unusual in that it
speaks of not only an unavoidable war, but an unavoidable civil war.



In our text for this morning, Paul identified not only the civil war that is
unavoidable, but why there is absolutely no way to avoid that war. The
unavoidable civil war is the struggle that rages within every Christian, the
battle between the "inner" or new man and the sinful flesh or old Adam.
As a Christian, you are very familiar with this struggle. The battle is so
unique and remarkable because it is literally a civil war that takes place
within each one of us. Part of every Christian wars against another part,
daily, moment by moment. That civil war is unavoidable because the
alternative is eternal destruction in hell. Since the fall into sin, every
single human being is burdened by an old Adam. We are born sinful, and
we will never be rid of that sinful nature during our lives on earth. That
means that the only way our internal civil war could be avoided would be
to never be converted, to never have the new man and faith brought to
life within us. The alternative, in other words, is in every way
unacceptable. You've heard the expression “War is hell.” In this case, the
lack of war is hell.

There's really nothing else quite like the inner battle that rages within
every Christian. It is a war, as Paul points out in our text, where we fail
far more often than we succeed; where we lose far more battles than we
win. You heard how Paul worded it in our text: “For I do not understand
my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate.” Since Paul was a Christian, he was speaking from the perspective
of the "inner" or new man within him, that converted part that loves God's
Word and will. The sinful flesh never wants to do anything that pleases
God. Thus the conflict.

It is both sobering and telling that even a Christian like Paul faced such
struggles in life — and had to repent of constant failures. We focus first
this morning on the unavoidable nature of the struggle. The only way to
avoid the struggle that so frustrated Paul was not just to compromise
with his evil side, it was to yield to it completely. The struggle could only
end with the annihilation of the new man, the total abandonment of faith
in Jesus Christ. Nothing, of course, would please the devil more. He
knows how difficult it is to convince a Christian to simply and suddenly
denounce Jesus Christ and the Christian faith, so he seeks rather to
dismantle saving faith piece by piece. Sin is his weapon of choice, and
he spoon feeds it to us to increase our tolerance. One of his more clever
tactics is to convince us that, since Christ died to pay for all of our sins, it
is now acceptable to sin at will, and to abandon the struggle against sin.

| first heard the term "the gospel involves risk” several decades ago as a
young man — from an older pastor that | greatly admired — and it intrigued

me. | remember asking him exactly what he meant by "the gospel
involves risk" and, as was his custom, he made me investigate
further to see if | could come up with the answer on my own. (At the
time, | think | took that as evidence that he himself didn't know for
sure...) Eventually | got there. "The gospel involves risk" refers to the
fact that we are always in danger of having the old Adam treat the
full forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ as a license to
sin more. Like a kid with his rich uncle's credit card, our sinful flesh
will be tempted to run up the sin bill because someone else is
paying. Paul talked about this very thing in Romans 6: "What shall
we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?
Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in
it?"

What then exactly does this have to do with you and me here today?
Obviously much in every way. Whenever we hear that the great
Apostle Paul himself repeatedly lost the battle with sin, it is difficult
not to entertain feelings of inevitability. In other words, if Paul
couldn't do any better, what chance do | have?

Yet look again at Paul's words here. Not only did he honestly face
his own failures and deficiencies, he saw them for what they were.
He didn't refer to his sinful side as "playful” or "fun-loving" or
"mischievous." He recognized the evil as truly evil, and he gave it an
appropriate label: "wretched!"”

You and | also need to take an internal inventory, and we pray God
the Holy Spirit for the wisdom and honesty to do the job right. As the
morals of the world around us continue to deteriorate, it becomes all
the more critical to use the one and only source that God has given
us as the standard to judge ourselves. Only the Bible, the sacred
Word of God, can give us a true picture of what we ought to be like.
Only God's Word can provide us with an accurate standard to use
when evaluating our own thoughts and actions. Against the backdrop
of perfection, we will quickly see that our old Adam is not just
mischievous or fun-loving, it is a wretched body of death and
corruption. So we ought to loathe sin in our lives. All sin.

It is just here, at this point, that we often fail texts like this. What does
that mean, to "fail texts"? It means that while we accept these words
as true, we fail to honestly apply them to ourselves — specifically and
individually — which is why God gave us the Scriptures in the first
place. Only you can make such personal application, for only you
can see accurately and honestly into your own heart. Only you can



understand what your own personal civil war looks like. It might mean
recognizing every bit of gossip in your life as loathsome, every rebellion
against authority, every lustful look, every prideful thought as hideously
evil. It might mean coming to terms with your laziness, or your ridiculous
waste of so much of your time of grace. God might here want you to
recognize your obsession with your looks as the sin that it is, or the fact
that you feed your ego by inciting lust in others. He may want you to
recognize that you love material possessions far too much, or that you
love your children more than God. Each and every sin God wants us to
identify as "wretchedness,"” and our sinful bodies as "bodies of
death.” The very last thing that God wants any of us to do is to
compromise with sin, or to take the failures of others as encouragement
to accept and embrace sin in our own lives.

Why is this so critical? Why make such a big deal about how we regard
every individual sin, especially the sin that has found a comfortable home
in our hearts? The reason is Jesus Christ and his worth and value in our
lives. What Jesus did for us is diminished or reduced every single time
we fail to recognize the damning horror of every single sin. As soon as
we downplay the evil of even one sin, God's grace (his undeserved love
for sinners) is also diminished. When the debt is reduced, so is the
payment. It is too easy for us to see ourselves as lovable and worthy
whenever we soften the wickedness that is within us, and it invariably
detracts from the magnitude of Christ’s sacrifice, together with the
forgiveness he earned for us.

The fact is Jesus came to save that which was absolutely unlovable and
without any redeeming qualities of any kind. Whenever we play down our
own corruption, we tend to develop an image of ourselves as sort of
sweet and cuddly puppies abandoned by some cruel soul at the local
pound. Oh we chew on stuff and we tend to nip and whine a bit, but who
couldn't love such cuddly creatures? That's hardly the reality of the thing,
is it? Jesus Christ came to earth to win freedom for us from the filth and
perversion that was ours. He did this by offering his flawless perfection to
pay the debt of our perversion. When Jesus offered his life on the cross,
he was saying to his heavenly Father: "Place the full penalty and
perversion of their guilt on me, and credit my perfection to them. Make
me filthy; wash them clean.”

Can you now understand how important it is for us to recognize the true
nature of sin in our lives — to see it as the filth and corruption that it is?
From time to time you and | lose sight of the reality of things. We tend to
start loving this world and this shallow existence too much. We get too
comfortable and we lose focus and direction. Always our God has to call

us back. He has to remind us of just how bad things here really are,
and thereby refocus our attention on the Life beyond this life. We are
truly wretched men, women, and children, walking about in a "body
of death" upon a wretched, sinful earth.

All of which would make for a supremely depressing outlook, but
only if our text did not end the way it does. Paul, upon accurately
reflecting on the terrible nature of his sinful flesh, first asked the
question that ought to be on our tongues, and then he answered it:
"O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body
of death? | thank God -- through Jesus Christ our Lord!" The
answer, of course, is that Jesus already has rescued us. Paul goes
on to explain how he did it: ” There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law
of sin and death. * For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh.” Note well — what we failed to do (because we were too weak
and sinful to keep the law) God did for us by sending His own Son to
keep the law in our place.

There can be no compromise between the good and evil with us.
That war is inevitable, and that struggle will continue until we are
called home. Accept this reality, pray God for the strength to survive
the war, and rejoice in the victory that he provided through faith
alone is Jesus Christ. Amen.



ESVZechariah 9:9-12 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal

of a donkey. ' I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from

Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to
the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends
of the earth. " As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with
you, | will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 2 Return to your
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today | declare that | will restore to you
double.

ESV Matthew 11:25-30 At that time Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. 2 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

ESVRomans 7:15-8:3a For | do not understand my own actions. For | do
not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. '® Now if | do what | do
not want, | agree with the law, that it is good. '” So now it is no longer |
who do it, but sin that dwells within me. '® For | know that nothing good
dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do what is right,
but not the ability to carry it out. '® For | do not do the good | want, but the
evil | do not want is what | keep on doing. 2° Now if | do what | do not
want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 2! § So | find
it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For |
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 2 but | see in my members
another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 2* Wretched man that
| am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 2° Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation
to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death. 2 For what the law could not do
in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin."

‘against the flesh.”
latians 5:17

NN

OLD MAN | NEW MAN

SINFUL NATURE VA RENEWED MIND
PRIDE ] : HUMILITY
LUST PURITY
ANGER k| PATIENCE
SELFISHNESS 3 LOVE
WORLDLY DESIRES ’_' y GODLY DESIRES

“PUT OFF YOUR OLD NATURE

AND YOUR OLD WAY OF LIFE, WHICH IS CORRUPTED
BY ITS DECEITFUL DESIRES; TO BE MADE NEW
IN THE ATTITUDE OF YOUR MI
O PUT ON THE NEW SELF, Ck
E RIGHTEOUSNESS

PHESIANS 4:22-24

BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA



ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2510 E. Divide Ave. Bismarck, ND 58501
Parsonage and Office: (701) 223-4885 Cell: (701) 425-5483
Website: www.bismarcklutheran.org
Mick Johnson, President Angela Pfennig, Organist
Michael Roehl, Pastor

| The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost — July 5, 2026 |

The Opening Prayer by the Pastor

The Opening Hymn — 177
"O Bless the Lord, My Soul"

The Order of Service — Hymnal page 1ff. (Bive Hymnal)

The Scriptu re Lessons: (Printed on the back page of this bulletin)
The First Lesson: (Zechariah 9:9-12) The Prophet Zechariah was part of
the group that was allowed to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple after
the Babylonian captivity. That rebuilding project had stalled because the
people had decided to build their own houses and farms — to reestablish
themselves in the land — before doing what the Lord had told them to do.
Their reasoning was undoubtedly "You can't help others until you first help
yourself." They had no army for protection and no livelihood to provide for
their own needs. They forgot that God had assured them that he would
protect and provide for them. They weren't comfortable with that
arrangement, just as later, when God sent the Messiah, they weren't
comfortable with the salvation plan where God provides forgiveness and life,
rather than man earning it himself.

The Psalm of the Day — Psalm 145 (Page 107) (With alternate Psalm tone)

The New Testament Lesson: (Matthew 11:25-30) Jesus himself here
offers us a most tender and precious gift: "Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Those who "labor" are those
burdened by the cares and hardships of this sinful world. Those burdens

come in every imaginable shape and form. The invitation to put that burden

on Jesus therefore includes every single child of God the world over. No
matter what is troubling you, Jesus here invites you to place all your cares
on him. Our greatest and most critical burden is, of course, our sin debt.

The Confession of Faith -
The Apostolic Creed (Biue Hymnal page 5)

The Pre-Sermon Hymn — 531
"Before You, Lord, We Bow"

The Sermon — Text: Romans 7:15-8:3a (Printed on the back page of this bulletin)
“The Unavoidable Civil War”

The Offertory — (Blue Hymnal page 7)

The Post-Sermon Hymn — 413
"In Christ Alone"

The Prayers of the Day, Followed by the Lord's Prayer
The Benediction

The Closing Hymn — 533
"God Bless Our Native Land"

Silent Prayer

Welcome! - We warmly welcome any visitors who might be with us this
morning and invite you to join us every Sunday at this time. St. Paul is
a congregation in fellowship with the Church of the Lutheran
Confession (CLC) — a conservative Lutheran synod with churches and
missions throughout the United States and around the world. We are
glad you are here. Thank you for letting us share the Word of God with
you. Please record your visit in our Guest Book, and come again.

Attendance - Sunday (24) Average (35)
This Week at St. Paul:

Today -9:00 a.m. — Elders Meeting
-10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
-11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Hour

Tuesday -7:30 p.m. — Church Council Meeting

Next Sunday -10:00 a.m. — Worship Service with Holy Communion
-11:15a.m. — Fellowship Hour

CLC News — Pastor John Schnose is considering calls both to
Mapleton/Ponsford and St. Luke’s of Lemmon, SD. Pastor Roehl has
returned the call to Messiah of Eau Claire, WI. Pastor Nathan Pfeiffer
has returned the call to Mt. Zion of Detroit, MI. Pastor Timothy Daub
has returned the call to St. Paul’'s of Austin, MN.

CLC Convention — Summaries of last week’s CLC Convention are
available on the mailbox table. These summaries are adapted from the
full Convention Chronicles, which are also available. St Paul was ably
represented at the Convention by our two delegates, Mark Johnson
and Mick Johnson. Our thanks to Mark and Mick for serving their Lord
and our congregation in this way, and the laymen who conducted last
week’s service.

In Our Prayers — Please remember in your prayers the family of Leota
Schiermeister, who was carried home by her Savior last week, as well
as Bob and Judy Weber. Bob has been diagnosed with a very serious
but as yet unspecified cancer.




