"What Did God Mean by 'Peace on
Earth'?"

Text: Philippians 4:4-9

Redeemer, come and open wide
Our hearts to You; here, Lord, abide.
O enter with Your grace divine;
Your face of mercy on us shine.
Your Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame
We offer to Your name. Amen.

Dear Fellow Christians, | came across yet another self-imposed burden
that our society has placed upon itself by its current views on political
correctness. It was a list of gifts that could and could not be given in our
“enlightened age.” Gifts could not be violent, sexist, racist, fattening, or
otherwise unhealthy. Since we are dealing with childish silliness, | thought
I'd express it as Dr. Suess might: “You dare not give a gift that shoots, you
dare not give one that pollutes. It must not smoke and none should poke.
None just for boys, none that make noise. Your gift must not be only white,
it must not criticize one’s height. No gift should ever make one fat, nor
disapprove of grandma’s tat. It must be true and just and fair, no
gendered socks or underwear.” At the end of the discussion it was agreed
that the only politically correct present today could be "peace on earth."

Isn't it interesting that of all the wisdom, all the truth that is to be found in
our Bibles, the world during this time of the year tends to focus on this one
concept - "peace on earth” - and then gets it flat wrong. The world turns
"peace on earth" into something very much different than what was
originally announced by the angels. This morning we will examine this oft
repeated and mostly misunderstood phrase (“Peace on Earth") in the light
of God’s Word. The text on which we will base our study is found in the
Fourth Chapter of Paul's Letter to the Philippians:

ESV(Philippians 4:4-9) Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice. ° Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; ¢ do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. ® Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever

is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. °
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me--
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

This is the Word of God. We pray: Remind us often, oh Holy Spirit, that
these are your words, and hear us when we pray, ""Sanctify us in the
Truth, O Lord. Your Word is truth!" Amen.

It's certainly a popular word or concept, isn't it - "peace." Some of you
probably remember when the word was used as a greeting among
"groovy" people everywhere. To this day I'm not really sure just what
everyone meant by that coolest of all greetings. Was it peace as
opposed to war, peace within ourselves, peace among the races, or
just "leave me alone"? Today the "beautiful people" have picked up on
the "pray for world peace” slogan and have given it their stamp of PC
approval. It is socially vogue now to have a global concern for world
peace, along with acceptance of all cultures and all religions. Is this
what the angels had in mind when they announced the birth of the Son
of God with the words, "Peace on earth, good will toward men'?
Seems rather unlikely, but let's see what our text has to say, since here
the Holy Spirit is telling us all about this very thing - peace.

As is often the case, we begin understanding a word or a concept by
first understanding what it is not. When the angels announced "peace
on earth" could they have been announcing an end to all wars? Jesus
was no fan of war, but he himself told us in no uncertain terms that war
did not come to an end with his arrival. He told us in Mark 13:7-8, “And
when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.
This must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are
but the beginning of the birth pains."” So much for the most common
understanding of the term as the world uses it. The angels weren't
announcing an end to all wars, since Jesus himself said that such a
thing was not to be.

If not world peace, does the Bible mean "general tolerance and
acceptance of differing religious beliefs"? Jesus again answers for us:
ESV(Matthew 10:34-38) "Do not think that | have come to bring
peace to the earth. | have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
3 For | have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law. 3 And a person's enemies will be those of his own




household. ¥ Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me. 3 And whoever does not take his cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. " Jesus obviously did not believe in acceptance
of all religions as equal. In fact in John 14:6 he said, "I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."
We would all have to agree that this is a pretty exclusive statement. No
one gets to heaven ("comes to the Father") except through faith in His
Son Jesus.

We are running out of options for the world to use in its definition. We have
one more chance. Perhaps when the Bible uses the word "peace" it is
talking about "peace of mind" - the confidence that comes with knowing
that you will be "healthy, wealthy and wise" in this life. Again Jesus' words:
ESV(John 16:33) | have said these things to you, that in me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; |
have overcome the world.""” So much for "peace" meaning a life of ease
and comfort on earth.

Since all of this is what it is not, just what is the “peace” that was
announced at the birth of our Savior? This is not, by the way, an
unimportant question. Those who misunderstand what “peace on earth”
really means often become disillusioned, even indignant with God, since
they assume he has not delivered what he promised.

Our text begins with some rather subtle but powerful clues. "Rejoice in
the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” Remember, our text is talking
about peace, and it begins with Paul's call to "Rejoice."” This means little
until you remember to whom these words were first written and just exactly
what their situation was in life. Pagan idolatry was rampant in Philippi. Lots
of religious beliefs, very few Jews — so few that the city did not even have
a synagogue. Most of the leading citizens were retired military men who
had been given property as part of their retirement. Yet one of the most
common forms of religious persecution in those days was the confiscation
of property, and we have no reason to believe that the Christians in
Philippi were spared.

It is to these persecuted Christians, who were still pouring out their love for
the gospel and for Paul by giving beyond what they were able, to these
Christians under these conditions Paul says, "Rejoice always." Peace,
then, can’t rely on material possessions, since early Christians were
routinely stripped of their earthly wealth and persecuted mercilessly.

Our text continues with other clues: "Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone." The word translated “reasonableness” is one of
those many foreign words that really has no twin in the English
language. It is a combination of the English words "gentle" "kind"
"unselfish" and "unassuming." One scholar coined the word
"yieldingness" to give a sense of the original word: “Let your
yieldingness be known to everyone." In other words, “They’re taking
what it yours? Let them have it.” Add to this thought the next: “Do not
be anxious about anything" (“What is there to be anxious about?
You know I'll always provide you with what you need.”) and we begin
to form an impression of just what God means when he talks about
"peace." Gentle, unselfish, unassuming Christians who are anxious
about nothing have the peace the angels announced. There is nothing
that is truly lasting in their eyes that can be taken away from them.
They have peace because they will never have to worry about losing
what is truly valuable, for that which is truly valuable is their relationship
with their Savior. They know that they are now reconciled to God the
Father through Jesus Christ. Jesus has already paid the terrible
penalty for their sins by offering his perfect life offered on the cross.
God is no longer angry with them, his beloved children.

If the first three verses of our text give us subtle clues as to the nature
of the peace of God, the next verse gives us some rather obvious
clues. It fills in blanks and rounds out our understanding. You have
heard this verse often, so often that you probably no longer stop to
think about what it means: “And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. " In fact, understand this one verse and you will have a pretty
good idea of just what the angels meant by "peace on earth.”

This verse helps us, in part, by telling us that the peace to which the
angels referred is not something that a human being can figure out
through deep contemplation. It is not some kind of inner tranquility that
can be achieved through introspection and meditation. It “surpasses
all understanding” (literally: “rises above the mind of man.’) It
transcends human thought or invention. That means that the "peace of
God" isn't something intellectual or rational. At this point the world is
completely baffled because the world struggles mightily to manage the
mind so that it can provide "peace" to the heart. God here tells us that
this is pointless, since his peace transcends mortal thought.

“Peace on earth" is, in the end, God’s gift to man. It is the gift that
produces that amazing change we described earlier. This is, in fact, the
only sort of peace that matters, because man cannot survive God’s



wrath. The angels announced a cessation of the hostilities that had existed
between God and man since the fall into sin. This peace is meant to
extend to every single human being, since Jesus paid the debt for all sins,
yet the benefits of God's pronouncement are the personal possessions
only of those who believe in Jesus. Since sin is forgiven, only unbelief can
now condemn us. Those who reject Jesus cannot enjoy true peace — only
an ongoing hostility with the God who will one day judge them. Christians,
on the other hand, can know that they can lose all that the world has to
offer - or never get it in the first place - and still have this peace — this
harmony with their God, this absence of hostility. We can also know that
this peace will “"guard our hearts and minds' in ways no human being
could ever even understand, let alone articulate. Finally, we know that we
can possess this peace even while we are embattled and suffering. The
peace that the angels announced is objective. That means that they are
describing God's attitude toward man, not man's attitude toward God or
man's attitude toward each other. In the place of wrath and hostility,
there is now good will on the part of our holy God. In Christ Jesus, our
God is also now our friend.

Though we cannot fully comprehend it, is there anything that we can do to
nurture this gift, to promote or encourage the growth of this peace in our
own hearts? Absolutely. Our text closes by telling us how: “Finally,
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. ° What you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me-- practice these things, and the God of peace
will be with you." To put it another way, fill your heart and your mind —
your world — with the things here listed and the peace announced by the
angels will be yours. Not might be. Will be, since the God who gives this
peace “will be with you.”

God the Holy Spirit grant to each of us the wisdom to recognize the value
of this great gift and to desire it above all that the world has to offer. The
true "peace on earth"” announced by the angels can only be found in the
manger, the cross, and the empty tomb — in the certain knowledge that
Jesus is my Savior and that through him | am an heir of heaven. No one
can ever take what our God has given us. Having now given it to us, we
ask the Holy Spirit to preserve it in us until we stand in God’s presence on
that Last Day. Amen.



ESV(Isaiah 7:10-17) Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: ' "Ask a sign of
the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven." 12
But Ahaz said, "l will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test."
13 And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? '# Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 'S He shall eat curds and
honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16
For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good,
the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 7 The LORD
will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim
departed from Judah-- the king of Assyria!"

ESV(Matthew 1:18-25) Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. ' And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2° But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulffill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 22 "Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 2* When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.

ESV(Philippians 4:4-9) Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
rejoice. ° Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is
at hand; © do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. ° What you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me-- practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

THE PEACE OF
GOD, WHICH
TRANSCENDS ALL
UNDERSTANDING,
WILL GUARD YOUR
HEARTS AND YOUR

MINDS IN CHRIST
JESUS.

PHILIPPIANS 4:7
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| The 4t Sunday in Advent — December 21, 2025

The Opening Prayer by the Pastor

The Opening Hymn — 231
“Arise, O Christian People”

The Order of Service — Hymnal page 31ff. Biue Hymna)

The Scripture LessoNns: (Printed on the back page of this bulletin)
The First Lesson: (Isaiah 7:10-17) The common thread that connects
both of our Scripture readings this morning, along with our sermon text,
is the fact of the virgin birth of our Savior. God establish the virgin birth
as the sign he would give to the world by which we can recognize our
Savior. It is therefore not an optional doctrine, for if Jesus was not born
of a virgin, he is not our Savior. He was and he is.

The Psalm of the Day — Psalm 24 (Page 65)

The Gospel Lesson: (Matthew 1:18-25) In providing a brief overview of
Jesus’ birth, our second Scripture reading also confirms our
understanding of our first reading — that Isaiah did, in fact, prophesy that
the Savior would be born of a virgin. That very prophecy from Isaiah is
quoted by Matthew. We are thus reminded, yet again, to trust the truth

and reliability of God’s Word, even when it contradicts human experience.

The Confession of Faith -
The Apostolic Creed (Blue Hymnal page 34)

The Pre-Sermon Hymn — 222
"God’s Own Son Most Holy"

The Sermon — Text: Philippians 4:4-9  (See back page)
"What Did God Mean by ‘Peace on Earth’?"

The Offertory — (Projected on Screens)

The Post-Sermon Hymn — 227 (Stanzas 1-4)
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

The Prayers of the Day, Followed by the Lord's Prayer
The Benediction

The Closing Hymn — 227 (Stanzas 5-6)
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

Silent Prayer

Welcome! - We warmly welcome any visitors who might be with us this
morning and invite you to join us every Sunday at this time. St. Paul is
a. congregation in fellowship with the Church of the Lutheran
Confession (CLC) — a conservative Lutheran synod with churches and
missions throughout the United States-and around the world. We are
glad you are here. Thank you for letting us share the Word of God with
you. Please record your visit.in our Guest Book, and come again.

Attendance - Sunday (32) Average (38) Wednesday (23)
This Week at St. Paul:

Today -9:00 a.m. — Sunday school and Bible Class
-10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
-11:30 a.m. — Fellowship Meal
-12:15 p.m. — Voter and WF Meetings

Wednesday -5:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Service

Thursday -10:00 a.m. — Christmas Day Service
Next Sunday -9:00 a.m. — No Sunday School or Bible Class
-10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
-11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Hour
CLC News — Pastor Ben Libby is considering the call to Messiah of Eau
Claire. Holy Cross of Phoenix has called Pastor Joe Naumann. Pastor
Cory Drehle is considering the call to Living Hope of Appleton, WI.

Fellowship Meal — All are invited and encouraged to remain for the
fellowship meal following the service this morning.

Voter and Women’s Fellowship Meetings — Please also consider
attending either the Annual Voter meeting or the Women’s Fellowship
meeting, both of which are scheduled to follow the fellowship meal
this morning. These are the most important meetings of the year and
rely on broad participation if they are to be meaningful.

Christmas Service Schedule — Our traditional Christmas Eve service
is scheduled for 5:00 pm this Wednesday, followed by our Christmas
Day service at 10:00 am on Thursday. Consider these as invitations
from our Savior to attend his birthday party.

Next Sunday Schedule — Pastor Roehl is scheduled to be out of town
visiting family next weekend. A lay service is scheduled. Please note
that there will be no Sunday school or Bible Class next Sunday, and
that Holy Communion will next be offered on January 111,



