"God Knows"
(Trinity Sunday — 2025)
Text: John 8:48-59

On this Trinity Sunday may the love of God the Father fill you with wonder;
may the sacrifice of God the Son fill you with thanksgiving; and may the
indwelling of God the Holy Spirit fill you with comfort, faith, and hope — all
gifts from our Triune God. Amen.

Fellow Christians: About six thousand years ago our God brought the
universe into existence by the power of his Word. He said, and it was so.
Do you understand how he did that or how exactly it came about? On that
first day of earth's existence he created light, simply calling it into existence
by declaring that it would be so, and it was. Do you believe in light; that is,
do you believe that such a thing as light actually exists? Of course you do.
Why? Because you can see it. You know it exists because the evidence is
all around us. We see everything that we see because of the existence of
light.

Next question: Do you fully understand light? The answer is no, you really
don’t. You can sort of begin to grasp some of the basic concepts, but you
really don't fully understand it. Not even those who study it for a living
pretend to know all there is to know about it. And yet you believe that it
exists, despite the fact that you don't fully understand it, because you see
evidence all around you. You literally see the proof.

This is by no means unique in our existence. The same thing applies to a
surprising number of things you encounter every day. Do you really fully
understand electricity? Radiation? Gravity? The purpose of yawns and
dreams? Photosynthesis? Me neither. But we still believe that those things
exist. How about wind? What is it exactly and how does it begin and end.
More perplexing still, why does it seem to take such random paths?
Though you may understand it not at all, as residents of the Great Plaines
you obviously still believe that wind nonetheless exists.

This morning we celebrate an aspect of our God that no one fully
understands — his Triune Nature. Though it's easy enough to speak of
three-in-one (three Persons and yet one God) once we start to get into the
specifics (in the Athanasian Creed, for example) we find ourselves in very
deep waters indeed. Yet we believe in the Triune nature of our God. Why?
Because God said so, in his Word, and God Knows.

Our text for this morning is yet another example of something we
believe, because the God who knows said so, even though we can’t
begin to understand it. That text is found in the Gospel of John, the 8™
Chapter:

ESV(John 8:48-59) The Jews answered him, "Are we not right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?" * Jesus
answered, "l do not have a demon, but | honor my Father, and
you dishonor me. *° Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One
who seeks it, and he is the judge. °' Truly, truly, | say to you, if
anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” °? The Jews
said to him, "Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham
died, as did the prophets, yet you say, 'If anyone keeps my word,
he will never taste death.’ > Are you greater than our father
Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make
yourself out to be?" ** Jesus answered, "If | glorify myself, my
glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you
say, 'He is our God.' *° But you have not known him. | know him.
If | were to say that | do not know him, | would be a liar like you,
but I do know him and I keep his word. °¢ Your father Abraham
rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad." °” So
the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have
you seen Abraham?" %8 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to
you, before Abraham was, | am." *° So they picked up stones to
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

This is God’s Word - a rare and wonderful treasure. That our Triune
God would bless our study of these perfect, holy words, so we pray,
“Sanctify us (that is, set us apart for only holy purposes) by the truth,
O Lord. Your word is truth.” Amen.

Isn't it just a pure joy to simply worship our God, to fall on our knees in
humble awe before him and to unreservedly praise, honor and glorify
him? This is a good thing. This is fitting, right, and absolutely
appropriate on any and every any occasion — because he is worthy. So
many things in life require careful balance. Not here. Here there need
be no hesitancy, no reluctance, no apprehension, no measured
restraint. Human beings simply cannot worship our God too much or
too well.

Understand, however, that we don't worship our God because we fully
grasp everything there is no know about him. We worship him, in part,
because we don't and can't fully comprehend him. We freely
acknowledge that our God is infinitely far above us, so much more



powerful, wise, grand, and knowing than anything we mortals could ever
fully comprehend. In fact that's part of what makes God worthy of our
worship — the very fact that we don't, and can't, grasp all there is to God.

But just here we see a growing and most troubling trend. There is a rising
inclination in our society to reject the very existence of God simply because
he cannot be explained scientifically or grasped intellectually. Man asks
"How can this be?" and if the answer is not readily available, man
dismisses the very concept of God. As man's understanding concerning
how things work in God's incredible creation increases, man's tendency
now is to worship the creation, or man's own limited understanding of that
creation, rather than the Creator himself. Read the 1%t Chapter of Romans
to learn what God thinks about that.

Take a step back and you will realize that this makes absolutely no sense.
Who wants to worship that which is on a par with himself? Isn't worship
supposed to be reserved for that which is greater, grander, and more
sublime — in the case of our God, infinitely so? And yet on the other hand
this tendency to dismiss and reject the very existence of God is anything
but surprising, for this is the very essence of our foolish, fallen nature from
the very moment of our conception. It is the delight of Satan, into whose
control every single one of us is naturally born, when man attempts to bring
God down to our level of understanding. Every human soul was born
profoundly foolish and spiritually ignorant — a natural enemy of God. More
than even that, we were born with an inordinate love of self. In fact it is
relatively easy for man to reject God because man is so enamored with
self. It's only natural then that if God doesn't seem to measure up to our
own natural beliefs, instincts, and understanding, then man will invariably
dismiss God and opt to believe and honor self, and he will naturally do so
every single time.

So it is that when the Bible communicates to us that God is one, and yet
three separate and distinct persons, man's natural reaction is: "That's
impossible. It makes no rational sense." Natural man then dismisses it out
of hand. Unable to grasp how such a thing can possibly be true, man
naturally concludes that it is not.

This sort of skepticism extends throughout the doctrines of Scripture. The
virgin birth can't be true — rejected. The resurrection from the dead can't be
true — rejected. The miracles, the two natures of Christ, the creation of all
things from absolutely nothing by the power of God's Word alone —
rejected, rejected, rejected.

This is exactly what Jesus pointed out in the verse that precedes our
text, where he said to those Jews that refused to believe what he
taught them, "Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The
reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God."
ESV(John 8:47) To "hear" means more than to just comprehend what is
being said. It means to believe. It means to accept as true even if you
do not fully grasp what is being said. In our text, for example, Jesus
used Abraham as an example or object lesson. When God promised
Abraham that he and Sarah would have a child in their old age,
Abraham had absolutely no idea how such a thing could be possible,
yet he believed (he accepted as true) what God had just promised.
This is the sort of "hearing" that Jesus was referring to in verse 47 —
not a rational or intellectual comprehension, but a childlike acceptance
that if God says it, it is always true.

In fact all of the Christian faith must be "heard" in that way. Take a step
back and examine the true Christian faith objectively. What about our
faith "makes sense"? That's how we tend to judge things to be true or
false in our day-to-day existence, isn't it? Even if it is something that
we've never heard before, if it seems to "make sense," we allow
ourselves to believe it. If it does not, we tend to reject it as false —
unless and until further evidence is presented to convince us. But does
it make sense that God would send his own Son to live a perfect life on
earth and then, once he had lived that perfect life, to visit the sum total
of the punishment for all of the sins of the human race upon that one
sinless man? Can anyone be born without a human father? Does it
really make sense that someone who has been dead for three days
can suddenly be alive again? Does it make sense that individual
human beings (those who had sinned and who were therefore
deserving of punishment) are required to add or supply nothing
whatsoever to what Jesus did before they can be forgiven and saved?
How does it make sense that a debt that is owed by every human
being except One, is made to be paid by none but that One? Does it
make sense that the Word of God, applied to simple water, can create
saving faith even in a newborn infant?

And yet as Christians we not only believe such things, we celebrate
them. So also on this Trinity Sunday we celebrate what we really have
no hope of fully grasping: the triune nature of our God. In our text,
Jesus himself speaks subline truth that defies our rational
comprehension. Jesus’ enemies, who were, as always, operating on a
strictly rational basis, not only condemned Jesus for what he was
saying, they wanted to kill him for it. The statement that tipped them



over the edge was this: "Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was,
lam.”

Understand that the Jews heard and processed these words; they just
didn't believe them to be true. In other words, they understood that with the
"l am,"” Jesus was claiming to be eternal. Since only God can be eternal,
Jesus was therefore asserting his divinity. What they apparently dismissed
out of hand was the other possible explanation: that Jesus was exactly who
he said he was — the Son of God and Savior of the world. This is precisely
what Jesus was talking about in verse 47 when he said, "Whoever is of
God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is
that you are not of God." It was not that they couldn't understand what he
was saying. They just rejected it as false.

This is how our present society treats the true Christian faith. What parts of
"Christianity" are today accepted and tolerated? Not the truths that save,
but the parts that "make sense" — and only the parts that make sense.
Christians are permitted to feed, clothe, and shelter the poor, but we are
ridiculed and dismissed for teaching creation, the virgin birth, the
resurrection, the divinity of Christ, and the inerrancy of the Bible. We can
celebrate women, but we cannot deny any woman the right to choose to
murder her unborn child. We can celebrate mothers and fathers, but we
cannot teach that it is God alone who defines what it is that makes a father
or mother good. We can proclaim "freedom," be we cannot condemn the
conduct that God himself condemns. As with the Jews of his own day, we
can "believe in" a Jesus that went around doing good, but we cannot
proclaim Jesus as the eternal, omnipotent "I am.”

Again, do we fully comprehend the Triune God that we worship? Not at all.
We don't worship our God because we know or grasp him fully. We
worship him in large part because we cannot. We freely admit that God is
so far above us that there is infinitely more that we don't know about him
than there is that we do. But Christians are more than just okay with that.
That's why we worship our Triune God, and him alone.

Yet there is another reason, isn't there? We don't worship our God because
we fully know and understand him; we worship him in large part because
he fully knows us — and still did what he did. God knew all along that
mankind would opt to kill its own Savior. Knowing that about us, God
decided to go forward with his plan anyway. He sent his Son to be killed by
us, the very souls he came to save. He knew we would do it, but he also
knew that there was no other way for us to avoid spending eternity in
unspeakable agony. He loved us with an impossible love, to the point that

he sacrificed his dearest Treasure to spare us the punishment we so
obviously deserved. This much we can and do know about our God.

Consider just how amazing this truth really is to you personally. God
knows everything about you. He knows your terrible, revolting
thoughts. He hears the Godless things that come out of your mouth,
and he sees the sin that you manage to hide, at least in part, from
other human beings. He knows your doubts, your faithless fears and
anxieties, and your perverse pleasure in the temporal shine and fluff of
this world. All this he knows about you — knows you better than you
know yourself — and still he loves you, still he cares about and for you,
still he has forgiven you for Jesus’ sake and longs to have you with him
for all eternity in heaven. That's why we worship him. The world is filled
with doubt and denial, but you and | are filled with faith and hope. The
world refuses to worship a God that it cannot fully comprehend. You
and | worship the God we cannot fully comprehend, but whose
greatest attribute is his grace — his undeserved love for sinful,
rebellious mankind. Amen.



ESV Proverbs 8:22-31 "The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, the
first of his acts of old. 23 Ages ago | was set up, at the first, before the beginning of
the earth. 2* When there were no depths | was brought forth, when there were no
springs abounding with water. 25 Before the mountains had been shaped, before the
hills, | was brought forth, 26 before he had made the earth with its fields, or the first of
the dust of the world. 2” When he established the heavens, | was there; when he
drew a circle on the face of the deep, 2% when he made firm the skies above, when
he established the fountains of the deep, 2° when he assigned to the sea its limit, so
that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the
foundations of the earth, % then | was beside him, like a master workman, and | was
daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, *' rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the children of man.

ESV(Acts 2:22-36) "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did
through him in your midst, as you yourselves know-- 22 this Jesus, delivered up
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of lawless men. 2* God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because
it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, "' saw
the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken; 26
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 28
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with
your presence.' 2° "Brothers, | may say to you with confidence about the patriarch
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3° Being
therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he
would set one of his descendants on his throne, ' he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see
corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 2 Being
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and
hearing. 3¢ For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The
Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, 2 until | make your enemies your
footstool." 38 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

ESV(John 8:48-59) The Jews answered him, "Are we not right in saying that you are
a Samaritan and have a demon?" “° Jesus answered, "l do not have a demon, but |
honor my Father, and you dishonor me. % Yet | do not seek my own glory; there is
One who seeks it, and he is the judge. ®' Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps
my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, "Now we know that you
have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, 'lf anyone keeps my
word, he will never taste death.' 3 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who
died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?" 54 Jesus
answered, "If | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of
whom you say, 'He is our God.' 5% But you have not known him. | know him. If | were
to say that | do not know him, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him and | keep
his word. % Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and
was glad." 5 So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have you
seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham
was, | am." 5° So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and
went out of the temple.
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| Trinity Sunday — June 15, 2025

The Opening Prayer by the Pastor

The Opening Hymn — 379 (Stanzas 1-3) (Blue Hymnal)
"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty"

The Order of Service — Hymnal page 1ff. (Bive Hymnal)

The Scripture LessoNns: (Printed on the back page of this bulletin)
The First Lesson: (Proverbs 8:22-31) On this day we celebrate the triune
nature of our God. We begin, therefore, with one of the many proofs found in
the Old Testament that teach us that our God is One, but that this one God
manifests himself in three Persons. Our first reading establishes both the
deity and the eternal nature of Jesus, for we are to hear the words of this
Proverb understanding that it is Jesus himself who is speaking. God grant us
the grace to believe by faith what we cannot understand with our minds.

The Psalm of the Day — Psalm 73 (Blue Hymnal Page 82)

The Second Lesson: (Acts 2:22-36) Our second lesson is one of many,
many sections also in the New Testament where God is described as triune,
though the word "triune" is nowhere to be found in the Bible. God in His Word
makes it clear that there are three distinct persons, and yet only one God.
"Triune" and "Trinity" are words we have developed to describe what is
clearly taught by God in His Word.

The Confession of Faith -
The Apostolic Creed (Biue Hymnal page 5)

The Pre-Sermon Hymn — 375 (Biue Hymnal)
"Father Most Holy, Merciful and Mighty"

The Sermon — Text: John 8:48-59 (Printed on the back page of this bulletin)
"God Knows"

The Offertory — (Blue Hymnal page 7)

The Post-Sermon Hymn — 157 (Stanzas 1-2) (Blue Hymnal)
“We Praise You and Acknowledge You”

The Prayers of the Day, Followed by the Lord's Prayer
The Benediction

The Closing Hymn — 379 (Stanza 4) (Blue Hymnal)
"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty"

Silent Prayer

Welcome! - We warmly welcome any visitors who might be with us this
morning and invite you to join us every Sunday at this time. St. Paul is
a. congregation in fellowship with the Church of the Lutheran
Confession (CLC) — a conservative Lutheran synod with churches and
missions throughout the United States-and around the world. We are
glad you are here. Thank you for letting us share the Word of God with
you. Please record your visit.in our Guest Book, and come again.

Attendance - Sunday (26) Average (38)
This Week at St. Paul:

Today -10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
-11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Hour

Tues-Thurs -9:00 a.m. — CLC GPC in Eau Claire

Next Sunday -10:00 a.m. — Worship Service with Holy Communion
-11:15a.m. — Fellowship Hour

CLC News — Pastor Frank Gantt has accepted the call to Faith Lutheran
of Manchester, MO. Pastor Mark Tiefel is considering the call to
Messiah of Eau Claire, WI. Professor Joel Gullerud has returned the
call to Immanuel of Mankato, MN. St. Stephen of Mountain View, CA
has called Pastor Aaron Ude. Pastor Ed Starkey has announced his
retirement from the pastoral ministry at the end of June.

Subscriptions — Subscriptions are due for the CLC publications The
Branches, The Lutheran Spokesman, and Daily Rest. Please see the
sheets on the mailbox table to renew or begin a subscription.

CLC General Pastoral Conference — The biennial CLC General Pastoral
Conference is scheduled for Tuesday through Thursday of this week in
Eau Claire. Pastor Roehl is scheduled to attend.

Women's Retreat West — Registration is now open for this year's
Women's Retreat West, to be held in Sioux Falls from September 19-
21. The theme this year is "Pieces of Jesus' Peace". To register, go to
womensretreat.clclutheran.net, click on WEST, and fill out the form.
Questions can be addressed to womensretreatwest@gmail.com.

Coordinating Council Summary — A summary of the Spring meeting of
the CLC Coordinating Council is available on the mailbox table. The
Coordinating Council is comprised of members of each of the CLC
Boards, together with the praesidium, and manages the affairs of the
Synod between conventions.

VBS and Picnic — Vacation Bible School is scheduled for August 4-8t
and the Church Picnic for August 10™.




