Christmas Eve 2024

"From Sentience to Sapience"
Text: John 1:1-4

Dear Fellow Christians — redeemed sinners who consider it their greatest
honor to bear the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ:

The ramifications of what we celebrate at Christmas are indeed profound.
Here we encounter both the divine and the sublime. Who can even fully
understand the concept of God-made-man? Who can look with human
eyes and fully comprehend that in that baby in the manger “dwells all the
fullness of God in bodily form’? Yet the basic story or message of
Christmas itself is quite simple — so simple that our children can tell us what
happened, as they have this evening. That's also why our goal on this night
is not to “put on a show” or to present a “Christmas pageant.” It is to simply
focus on the reason for our celebration in the most humble and
unpretentious manner possible. It is to promote understanding, not simply
emotion.

Given that our stated goal this evening is a simple and humble presentation
of the sublime event we prepare our hearts to celebrate tomorrow, you
could not be blamed for questioning the sermon title — which not only
breaks virtually every rule of sermon titling but does so with words that are
very likely unknown to most, if not all. The goal is to compel everyone to
“stay tuned” until all is revealed. To deepen the mystery, know that as
Christians you already possess both sentience and sapience, but there is
only one that will serve you best as you commemorate the birth of the Son
of God and Savior of the world.

That section of God's Word that will form the basis for our Christmas Eve
preparation this evening is found in the First Chapter of John's Gospel,
beginning there with the First Verse:

ESVJohn 1:1-14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
God. 2 All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. “# In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. ¢ There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. é He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light. ° The true light,

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. ° He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. "' He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. '? But to all who did receive him,
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God. ¥ who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. ¥ And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is God’s Word. We ask our God to visit our hearts and instruct us
through these his words with an adaptation of the simple and yet
powerful prayer that Jesus himself once spoke: "Sanctify us by your
truth, O Lord. Your word is truth!" Amen.

Focus for just a moment on the last sentence of the prayer you just
read: "Your word is truth!” Obviously Jesus, who first spoke those
words 2000 years ago, could also speak those same words today.
2000 years ago he first spoke them in reference to the Old Testament.
The world of Jesus’ day had only the Old Testament, to which Jesus
affixed his divine certificate of authenticity: “Truth!” Not just some, all -
including also therefore the Old Testament account of creation. We
hear that Old Testament Genesis account echoed in the first three
verses of our New Testament text: In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ? He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Recognize here the absolute incompatibility between evolution and
Christmas. The two cannot coexist. If man was not created by an
eternal God, but rather created himself through the process of
evolution, then it is nonsensical to believe that God himself entered our
world to rescue his fallen creation. Santa Clause is fully compatible
with evolution, but not God-made-man in the person of Jesus Christ.
Our text spoke to this: The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. '° He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.
No world that imagines that it created itself through evolution would
ever, could ever, recognize its own Creator. So it is that John in our
text confirms the inevitable: The world did not know him.

But what does this have to do with our two mysterious words:

sentience and sapience? According to their most basic meaning,
sentience refers to the ability to feel, and sapience to the ability to
comprehend or understand. You've probably seen those horrible



posters which claim to depict the evolution of man. Without a shred of
evidence to support their claim, evolutionists imagine that man evolved
(well, skipping over the transition from chemicals to monkey) from ape, to
homo erectus, to homo habilis, to homo neanderthalensis, to... homo
sapiens. Even the godless can recognize that man is different than animal.
Their chart is their attempt to demonstrate mankind’s imagined transition
from animal to man — from beings that could feel (experience brute
impulses like hunger and thirst) to beings that could think, comprehend,
and reason. From the sentient to the sapient.

Our Bibles teach us that it was God himself who created these differences
in man and animal, from the very beginning. Even the fear of man was not
the result of thought or reason but an animal impulse that God instilled in
beast, bird, and fish after the Flood (Genesis 9:2).

What then should we expect from human beings who refuse to use, or
insist on abusing, the gift of reason with which they were created? Paul
spelled it out in our Scripture reading: For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. ' For what can
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 2° For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation
of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without
excuse. ?' For although they knew God, they did not honor him as
God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened. %2 Claiming to be wise, they
became fools.” God has provided objective proof of his existence by his
creation. Only a fool could imagine that all of this made itself.

Since you and | believe the Bible’s account of creation, are we then
immune from the brutish thoughts of the godless? No, we most certainly
are not. The Psalmist Asaph in Psalm 73 lamented how easily he himself
reverted from Godly sapience to brutish sentience, from having his
thoughts molded by the Word of God to operating according to baser
animal instinct: “When my soul was embittered, when | was pricked in
heart, 22 | was brutish and ignorant; | was like a beast toward you. #
Nevertheless, | am continually with you; you hold my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to
glory.” It is only the Word of God, his “counsel,” that guides us from
brutish passion to Godly truth. In his Second Epistle, the Apostle Peter also
warned not only of the danger but of the inevitable result of giving
ourselves over to our baser natures: “But these, like irrational animals,
creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming

about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed.”
ESV(2 Peter 2:12)

Our text for this evening ties this same warning to the event we
celebrate tomorrow, the birth of our Savior Jesus: “The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. ° He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. ' He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him.” But how did Jesus’ own people not
“receive him”? They “received” him only according to sentience, not
according to sapience. That is, they loved Jesus for how he made
them feel. They adored him when he healed them, fed them, cast out
their demons, and raised their loved ones from the dead. Like brute
beasts, they idolized him when he filled their stomachs, healed their
bodies, and quieted their fears. They did not, however, love him for
the reason he gave them for his coming — as the One who came to
fulfill their spiritual needs, as the One who came to pay with his own
life for their debt of sin.

That beast still lurks within every human heart. We feel its effects
whenever we are tempted to allow the birth of Jesus Christ to be
defined by food and drink, or the giving and receiving of presents, or
the time we get to spend with those we love. We feel the temptation
when we forget that the lights on our trees are a testament to what
John told us in our text, “The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.”

Make, therefore, the conscious effort to transition from a sentient to a
sapient celebration of your Savior’s birth — from a shallow celebration
of that which gives only earthly pleasure to a thoughtful, faithful
contemplation of what your Savior-God has done for you by entering
his own creation. Our text reminds us: But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. Recognize the baby in the manger for what he
truly is, as John also reminded us in our text: “...we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.” See the shadow of the cross that darkens his manger bed.
Never lose sight of the fact that he came to serve and to suffer, to
bleed and to die — all so that you and | might escape the punishment
that we rightly deserved.

Think, truly think, about these things, and your celebration of
Christmas will be God-pleasing and your joy at his birth will be both
genuine and complete. Amen.
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- Announcements -

Welcome — We warmly welcome all, especially any guests with us this
evening. We consider it a great privilege to share God's Word with you—
especially the gospel message of the birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior,
as retold also this evening by our children. Please consider recording
your visit in our guest book and joining us again for our Christmas Day
Service tomorrow morning at 10 am.

Christmas Gift Bags — As is our custom, gift bags have again been
prepared for the children in attendance this evening. Please feel free to
take a bag with you for each of your children as you leave the church
this evening.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in
my Savior, and by whose continuous work in my heart, |
rejoice in my salvation, walk in Christ, show forth His
praises, and will one day live and reign with Him in all
eternity. Amen.
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| Christmas Eve — December 24, 2024

Hymn 713 - “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We” (Brown Hymnal)
The Christmas Story, told by the Children

The Opening Prayer by the Pastor Hymn 98 — "Of the Father’s Love Begotten"

Hymn 712 - "What Child Is This" (Brown Hymnal) Children (Stanza 1)

Invocation by the Pastor Congregation (Stanzas 2-5)

The Call to Repentance Sermon by the Pastor

Text: John 1:1-14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him

Confession and Absolution
The Scripture Reading: ¥Y(Romans 1:16-25) For | am not ashamed of the

gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown
it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 2! For although
they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and
creeping things. 2* Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator.

The Confession of Faith - (The Christmas Creed)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Who created me
And Who sent His Son to be my Savior;

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, my Lord, the long-
promised Messiah, Who came as foretold, being conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the
angels, worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the Wise
Men, Who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, To free me from
all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil;

was not any thing made that was made. “ In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. ° The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it. ® There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
% The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. ' He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not know him. " He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. 2 But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God. '3 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. '* And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Sermon Title: "From Sentience to Sapience"
Hymn 710 - “Once in Royal David’s City” (Brown Hymnal)
The Prayers
The Benediction
Closing Hymn — 646 "Silent Night" (Red Hymnal)

Silent Prayer



