
Reformation 2022 - "Straightforward" 
Text:  2 Corinthians 4:1-7 

 
May the pure, life-giving truth of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
restored to the human race through the Reformation, forever remain for 
you your single most precious possession. Amen. 
 
Dear Fellow Inheritors of the Reformation: there is a time for make-
believe, and a time for hard, blunt truth. My grandsons crawl up onto my 
lap and beg me to tell them a “tall tale.” That may be a good time for 
make-believe. A couple of salty old-timers are sitting on a front porch in 
rocking chairs swappin' whoppers. That may be an appropriate time for 
make-believe. Yet when human beings (those who must stand before 
their God on Judgment Day) walk into their church, that is most certainly 
not an appropriate time for make-believe. 
 
Make-believe has its place, but this – what we do in this building and on 
this our worship day – is not that place. This is the time for truth. Lies 
and half-truths are never appropriate, but especially not here, and 
especially not when it comes to our celebration of the Reformation. Here 
we will be reminded instead that, like the gospel itself, the Reformation 
was, above all else, honest and straightforward. 
 
The text for our celebration of God's gift of the Reformation that will remind 
us of that undeniable truth is found in Paul's Second Letter to the 
Christians in Corinth, the Fourth Chapter: 
 
ESV  2 Corinthians 4:1-7  Therefore, having this ministry by the 
mercy of God, we do not lose heart.  2 But we have renounced 
disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or 
to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth 
we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the 
sight of God.  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to 
those who are perishing.  4 In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who 
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 7 ¶ But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show 
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
 

So far the very words of our God. We thank our God first of all this 
morning for "Sola Scriptura" (Scripture alone) - for restoring to his 
Church the assurance that these are not only verbally inspired 
words, but that they are to be the only sure and certain source of all 
that we teach and believe. With confidence in these the very words 
of our God, so we pray: “Sanctify us by your truth, O Lord. Your 
word is truth.” Amen. 
 
The Church of Luther's day was in dire need of reforming for many 
reasons, not the least of which was its lack of honesty. The religious 
leaders of Luther's day were lying both to their people and to 
themselves. They were not being straightforward, either with God or 
with man. The most obvious example is probably indulgences. 
Seriously? Pieces of paper that you could purchase that would grant 
you forgiveness for your sins? The problem was that not only was the 
practice of selling indulgences utter nonsense, everybody knew it. 
Church leaders and lay-members alike knew full well that they couldn’t 
buy forgiveness from a holy God. Virtually everyone involved knew 
better, yet they did it anyway. Why? Why carry on or participate in 
something that they knew to be rank hypocritical dishonesty? 
 
Most likely because they wanted it to be true. The church leaders 
wanted the money that it brought in and the people wanted to be able 
to sin with impunity, without consequence. It probably didn't go any 
deeper than that. It was darkness masquerading as light, vice trying to 
pass itself off as virtue. 
 
Nor was this the only deception of the day. The greatest fairytale in 
Luther's day was the Satanic heresy that man could earn God’s 
forgiveness for his sins (and therefore his way into God's heaven) 
through his own goodness. There were other lies, of course – prayer to 
Mary and the other "saints," the infallibility of the pope, purgatory, and 
the like – but the big lie was and is salvation by works. 
 
Yet here again we mention such things not to point out faults in others 
but to drag into the light the evil that resides in our own hearts. You 
and I have more than enough make-believe and dishonesty in our own 
lives to worry about what others are doing. Dishonesty is alive and well 
also among us. 
 
Is it honest, for example, to think of ourselves as mission-minded if we 
never give a personal witness of our faith to an unchurched stranger in 
our entire lives? Do we, as individuals or as a congregation, look 
outward in love or only inward? In other words, do we look primarily to 



our own needs or to the critical spiritual needs of the unbelievers in our 
own community? Our Savior gave us our life's purpose just before he left 
this earth: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations." Is it 
honest to imagine that we are going a good job with that? God be merciful 
also to us, dishonest sinners all. 
 
What is perhaps most surprising about the make-believe that finds its way 
into our hearts and churches is the fact that such things stand in utter, 
stark contrast to the Word of God and the gospel of our Savior Jesus. 
There we find the ultimate in honest, the very essence of straightforward. 
There we find no attempt to deny or downplay sin. There sin is 
acknowledged, and the cure is offered in connection with the blood of 
God's Son. There we find no attempt to style God's Word to conform to the 
declining morals of this or any other society. We find instead the 
unashamed, straightforward revelation of the way things are. So also Paul 
says in our text: "But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded 
ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, 
but by the open statement of the truth we would commend 
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God." 
 
Such was also the case during the days of the Reformation. Martin 
Luther was, more than anything else, an honest man. He honestly 
evaluated his own spiritual condition and acknowledged that there was 
absolutely nothing that he could do to undo, or to make up for, all that 
he had done wrong. That was huge, especially in his case, because 
virtually every single one of his teachers and every single religious 
leader of his day was telling him in no uncertain terms that he not only 
could, he must earn his own forgiveness. But Luther was also honest in 
that he allowed the Word of God to dictate what he believed, even when 
it flew in the face of what he had been taught since childhood. So it was 
that while all around him he heard that he must earn his own 
forgiveness, he rediscovered in God's Word the declaration of God 
himself that Jesus had already earned that forgiveness for him. While 
his religious instructors were encouraging him to pray to Mary or one of 
the other saints, or to go on a pilgrimage, or to touch a sacred relic, he 
believed what the Bible taught – that "there is one God, and there is 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom for all." (1 Timothy 2:5-6)   
 
Today, as then, you and I need to be absolutely straightforward – in 
every way. The stakes are far too high for anything less. We need to be 
straightforward – with our neighbor and with ourselves - that hell is a 
very real place and that every single soul who does not believe in Jesus 
Christ will certainly spend an eternity in that unspeakably horrible place. 

We need to be honest – with ourselves and with our neighbor – that 
God himself has determined what is right and what is wrong, and 
that man's personal opinions count for nothing in God's eyes. We 
need to be honest – with ourselves and with our neighbor – that 
there is only one path to heaven, and that one path is, and will 
always only be, by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
We face other challenges today, as did Luther and his followers in the 
16th Century. Not the least of our problems today is the growing opinion 
that true Christianity is supposed to be neutral, non-judgmental, and 
indecisive. In a word, weak. To the world we have allowed ourselves to 
be identified or defined as social welfare centers whose members and 
leaders duck and dodge if asked to take a position on a Bible teaching 
that has fallen out of favor with our society. The church has, in other 
words, failed to be straightforward in declaring its call and mission. 
 
On the contrary, what strength, clarity, and decisiveness God granted 
the Reformers that they were able to take a stand even when 
condemned and threatened by both church leaders and secular 
leaders alike. 
 
The Christian faith is certainly anything but indecisive or compromising. 
We strive in all things for Christian balance, but there is nothing weak 
in balance – nothing non-committal or lukewarm or indifferent. The 
Reformation required drastic, decisive, straightforward action – which 
should not surprise us. Christianity itself, from first to last, was born of 
such dramatic stuff. Already in the Garden of Eden the tone was set. 
After man had sinned, God cursed the ground and decisively and 
mercifully drove mankind from the Garden so that they would not eat of 
the Tree of Life and live forever in sin. When God saw that the world 
was too evil to survive, he sent the Flood and began over with Noah 
and his sons. When God saw that there was no nation suitable to bear 
the Promised Savior, God created a new nation when he called Abram 
to leave father and mother, house and home, and to move to an 
unknown land. Down through the ages men of God were called upon 
to carry out such measures, leading finally to the most extreme action 
of all: God was made man and lived among us. That God-man Jesus 
then offered his perfect life in an innocent death on the cross, all in an 
effort to save man from his own sins.  
 
There is nothing whatsoever that is indecisive or lukewarm about any 
of this. "God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son…" Think about that for a moment. There is nothing weak, let 
alone underhanded, in what God has done for us in connection with his 



Son, Jesus Christ. He sentenced his own Son to pay for our sins with his 
very life. Because of that, you and I stand holy and righteous in God's 
sight. Your sins are forgiven! The act that won that forgiveness was 
honest, straightforward, and extreme. 
 
Clearly God the Father would only do something like that to his own 
beloved Son if there were no other way for you and me to be saved. You 
and I wouldn't sacrifice our own child to save someone else if there were 
another way. We would never follow that path if there were another "bridge 
across the valley." How foolish, how less than straightforward, to imagine 
that God would. God the Father took such extreme action because there 
was no other way, for there is "no other name, under heaven, given 
among men by which we could be saved." 
 
The Reformation was the epitome of straightforward in that it ruthlessly 
rooted out all that was false. In so doing God in effect blew up over a 
thousand years of dishonesty and oppression. Again, there should be no 
surprise here. The gospel itself is that way – God's simple, straightforward 
solution for man's impossible, damning sin problem. 
 
And that straightforward honesty also had to touch our own lives. We here 
today have all received the gift of God's Son through that faith planted in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. What happened in each of us was 
straightforward, but ruthless. In Romans 6 we are told that we “died with 
Christ.” In Galatians 2:20, Paul put it this way: "I have been crucified 
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me." The old 
me couldn’t be reformed. It had to die. Once we lived to sin, now we live to 
serve. Once we lived to or for ourselves, now we live to God. The change 
that our conversion brings is, and is by necessity intended to be, profound. 
It not only turns us from death to life, it brings a permanent shift in 
emphasis and lifestyle. Our text describes it this way: "For God, who 
said, 'Let light shine out of darkness,' has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." Note the dramatic contrast is these words. By definition, 
darkness and light cannot coexist – the one cancels the other. So too 
true Christianity can know nothing of compromise or coexistence with 
error, deception, or unbelief.  
 
Now, as we look forward, we recognize not only the need to be 
straightforward with ourselves and our neighbor, but to carry God's 
Reformation both straight and forward. There must have been enormous 
pressure on Luther, the lowly monk and priest, to vacillate, compromise, 
yield. He could not, would not do so, because true Christianity knows 
nothing of falsehood or compromise. Yet it was not really Luther that held 

the line, was it? Our text tells us: "But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and 
not to us." 
 

This obviously represents great news for every single Christian. The 
power to stand against all opposition did not come from Luther; it 
came from Luther's God. That same God, and therefore that same 
power, is there for the asking still today – for us, jars of clay all. God 
himself has called us to carry these truths, straight and forward, to 
the next generation. Ask your God this morning for a double portion 
of the spirit that filled the Reformers, and know that through his Word 
he can and will work powerfully in you and through you still today. 
May God bless and keep us as we carry on the struggle. Amen. 



ESV Romans 3:19-28  Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God.  20 For by works of the 
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin.  21 ¶ But now the righteousness of God has 
been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it--  22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  23 for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.  27 ¶ Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 
By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28 For 
we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 
ESV John 8:31-36  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, 
"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,  32 and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  33 They answered him, 
"We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?"  34 ¶ Jesus 
answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is 
a slave to sin.  35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the 
son remains forever.  36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed. 
 
ESV(2 Corinthians 4:1-7) Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of 
God, we do not lose heart.  2 But we have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend 
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.  3 And even if our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God.  5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who 
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to us.
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The Opening Prayer by the Pastor  
  

The Opening Hymn – 263 (Red Hymnal) 
 "O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe" 
  

The Order of Service – Supplement page 12ff.  (Brown Hymnal) 
 

The Scripture Lessons: (Printed on the back page of this bulletin) 
 

The Epistle Lesson: (Romans 3:19-28) Martin Luther is said to have 
credited our first reading as the particular Word of God by which the Holy 
Spirit brought him to saving faith and freed him from the tyranny of work-
righteousness. We would hard pressed, in fact, to find any clearer 
presentation of the gospel anywhere in God’s Word. Thanks be to God 
for returning His saving truths to mankind through the Reformation. 
 

The Psalm of the Day – Psalm 91 (Page 33)  
 

The Gospel Lesson: (John 8:31-36) Our second Scripture reading ought 
to remind us that the truths regained through the Reformation need to 
become the personal possession of each successive generation. The Jews 
believed they would be saved because of their blood line. As Jesus 
disabused them of that silly notion, so he would remind us this morning that 
each individual must stand before God. Though we have inherited the 
Reformation, that fact should never be allowed to give us a false sense of 
comfort or entitlement. We are saved by grace through faith alone. 
 

The Confession of Faith -  
 The Nicene Creed – (Projected on screens) 
 

The Pre-Sermon Hymn – 259 (Red Hymnal) 
 "Flung to the Heedless Winds" 
 

The Sermon – Text: 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 (Printed on the back page) 
     "Straightforward" 
   

The Offertory – (Supplement page 16 insert) 
 

The Prayers 
 

The Pre-Communion Hymn – 774 (Brown Hymnal) 
 "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" 
 

The Preparation for Holy Communion (Brown Hymnal page 17) 

 

The Distribution 

 

The Nunc Dimittis and Thanksgiving (Brown Hymnal page 20) 

 

The Benediction 
 

The Closing Hymn – 261 (Red Hymnal) 
 "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word" 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Attendance – Sunday (28) Average (33) 

 

This Week at St. Paul: 
 Today  -9:00 a.m.  – Sunday School and Bible Class 
   -10:00 a.m. – Worship Service w/Holy Communion 
   -11:15 a.m.  – Fellowship Hour 
   -11:30 a.m.  – Church Council Meeting 
   -6:00 p.m.  – Reformation Service in Jamestown 
 Monday  -10:00 a.m.  – Study Conference in Jamestown 
 Wednesday -6:00 p.m.  – Confirmation Class 
   -7:00 p.m.  – Midweek Bible Study 
 Next Sunday -9:00 a.m.  – Sunday School and Bible Class 
   -10:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
   -11:00 a.m.  – Fellowship Hour 
          

CLC News – Pastor Joe Naumann is considering the calls to Ascension of 
Tacoma and Redemption of Lynnwood. Pastor David Naumann has been 
called as 3rd Foreign Missionary. Immanuel of Winter Haven has called 
Pastor Luke Bernthal. 

 

Church Council Meeting – The Church Council is scheduled to meet this 
morning during the fellowship hour. 

 

Joint Reformation Service and Study Conference – The annual Joint 
Reformation Service and fellowship meal are this evening in Jamestown. 
If you plan to attend, please see the Pastor to coordinate rides. 

 

Christmas Flower Order – Last chance to sign up for Christmas flowers. 
 

Reformation Sunday – October 30, 2022 

Welcome! - We warmly welcome any visitors worshipping with us this morning 
and invite you to join us each Sunday at this time. We are glad you are here! 
To our Visitors seeking Holy Communion – In obedience to God's Word, 
we practice "Close Communion." This practice stresses both our concern for 
others, not wanting anyone to receive the sacrament to their harm (1 Cor. 
11:27-30) and the importance of unity in confession and faith (1 Cor. 10:16-
17). For this reason we ask that anyone who has not established this unity 
through membership in a CLC congregation please meet with the pastor to 
discuss this Scriptural doctrine before communing. This is a practice that we 
follow out of love and concern for you, and out of obedience to God's Word, 
not in judgment of anyone's Christian faith. 


